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Section 1 - Scope of Plan

Scope of Plan
The Goodlettsville Streetscape Master Plan provides recommendations for the
area considered “downtown” Goodlettsville, which includes the properties
immediately surrounding the corridors of Rivergate Parkway and Long Hollow
Pike beginning at the point where the roads intersect with Interstate 65 and
ending where the roads terminate at Dickerson Pike. The study area extends
along Dickerson Pike northbound to the intersection of Brick Church Pike and
southbound to the intersection of Shevel Drive.
The Goodlettsville Streetscape Master Plan recommends aesthetic design
elements and incorporates functional strategies to improve pedestrian and
vehicular circulation throughout downtown Goodlettsville. This plan has been
developed with input from a steering committee, a general public meeting,
the Nashville Electric Service (NES), the Tennessee Department of Transportation (TDOT) and a design team consisting of landscape architects, land
planners and traffic engineers.
The design team began the Goodlettsville Streetscape Master Plan project
on December 18, 2003 with a kickoff
meeting attended by members of the
Nashville Area Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) and staff of the
City of Goodlettsville. Many issues
were discussed and noted by the
design team (see Appendix A: Kickoff
Meeting Minutes) for consideration
during the master plan planning process.
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Section 2 - Project Planning

Site Inventory and Analysis
of Existing Conditions
Research was completed to evaluate the existing conditions of the Goodlettsville streetscape. The design team conducted a site visit on December 31,
2003 to make notes of existing conditions and develop a feel for the personality of the city. The bullets listed below are observations made on that day:
• A full, unobstructed middle turn lane of a five-lane highway runs along the
entire stretch of Dickerson Pike within the boundaries of the site. This lane
extends beyond the site, northward to the railroad tracks, which are near the
northernmost Goodlettsville I-65 exit, and southward past Shevel Drive.
• There had previously been a problem with inadequate drainage system on
the off-ramp exiting I-65 onto Long Hollow Pike going south; however, the issue was addressed and resolved with improvements to the drainage system.
• There are both unique blue and standard green street signs placed in the
city. The blue street signs have the City of Goodlettsville logo on them.
• Dickerson Pike is the only north/south connector road through Goodlettsville.

Goodlettsville City Hall

• There are several businesses along Dickerson Pike that may have issues with
parking in relation
to the streetscape
improvements. On
the eastern side of
Dickerson Pike, the
Cream of the Crop
Consignment Shop
building uses pullin parking. As there
is no other source
of parking for the
employees and patrons of this business,
streetscape improvements must consider
its parking needs.
On the west side
of Dickerson Pike,
there are several businesses that do not have any physical barriers between
the road and the parking areas. There are a few businesses that have pull-in
parking, but most have ample room to reconfigure the parking area and allow
a landscape island and a single curb cut. As this master plan is developed and
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constructed, several businesses on the west side of Dickerson Pike should be
contacted regarding parking issues. Listed from north to south, they are Dixie
Motors, AZ Limousines, Creative Nails, Cash Advance, The Courtyard, Fresh &
Fancy Market, Goodlettsville Self Storage and Rest Haven Motel.
• The building setbacks vary all along Dickerson Pike. At the northernmost
end of the site on the west side of Dickerson Pike, the buildings are placed
very close to the edge of the pavement. This contrasts significantly to the
openness of the City Hall site.
• Long Hollow Pike only has concrete-filled medians. Along the south side of
Long Hollow Pike, there is a steep drainage ditch. Long Hollow Pike and Rivergate Parkway have sidewalks along the full length of the site on both sides
of the road. The sidewalks along Long Hollow Pike have no physical barrier
between pedestrians and vehicular traffic. Rivergate Parkway has a small grass
strip, which is important for the pedestrian’s sense of safety. Rivergate Parkway also has matured Pin Oaks and grass in the center median for most of its
length; it does have concrete-filled medians like Long Hollow Pike, but only in
the approach to the interstate.
• The current speed limit on Dickerson Pike is 40 miles per hour.
• At the middle school
there is a signed and
striped mid-block crosswalk.

Long Hollow Pike and
Dickerson Pike Intersection

• Repairs are obviously
needed in two places. At
the intersection of Long
Hollow Pike and Dickerson Pike on the corner
where Eckerd is located,
the sidewalk is dilapidated and needs to be
replaced. On Rivergate
Parkway, 2-Mile Market
has a curb cut that needs to be replaced. The width of this lot has a series of
curb cuts.
Previous traffic related studies were reviewed and considered during the aesthetic and functional design process. These documents include: Goodlettsville
Major Thoroughfare Plan Study: Final Report – January 2003, Goodlettsville
Major Thoroughfare Plan, Task 8: Corridor and Signal Analyses – September
29, 2002, Goodlettsville Incident Management Action Plan – May 2002 and
Goodlettsville Major Thoroughfare Plan Study, Existing Conditions Report – May
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2002. The design team also reviewed the current Zoning Ordinance of Goodlettsville, Tennessee and a report prepared by Ragan Smith Associates entitled
City of Goodlettsville Schematic Land Use Study.

Traffic Analysis
The design team has concluded that the current streetscape design provided
by the wide median along Rivergate Parkway is an ideal aesthetic design for
the City of Goodlettsville. Long Hollow Pike has the potential to mimic the attractive nature of Rivergate Parkway, which would provide a uniform entrance
to City of Goodlettsville from the interstate. However, this design may not be
feasible for Dickerson Pike. Nonetheless, Dickerson Pike is in dire need of
streetscape improvements including curb and gutter, sidewalks, landscaping,
and controlled parcel vehicular access.
The primary source of vehicular congestion in Goodlettsville is lack of coordination between intersection signals, creating traffic flow that does not function
efficiently. This lack of coordination is heightened by the high traffic counts
at the Long Hollow Pike and Dickerson Pike; Memorial Drive and Dickerson
Pike; and Rivergate Parkway and Dickerson Pike intersections. A traffic count
was not available for the Rivergate Parkway and Dickerson Pike intersection
because this traffic signal, although located within the city limits of Goodlettsville, is maintained by Metro Nashville-Davidson County. This varied ownership of signals contributes to the lack of signal coordination between intersections.

Steering Committee Workshop
On January 21, 2004 a Steering Committee Workshop was held to gain input
from community leaders. City Manager Jim Thomas had previously provided
the design team with a list of potential members of the steering committee.
The design team reviewed the list, suggested that a couple of additions be
made and selected representatives to provide a diverse mix of interests from
within the community.
The four-hour workshop began with a review of the project boundaries, site
inventory and existing conditions as recorded by the design team from their
earlier December site visit. The design team worked with the steering committee to develop a list of project goals and to identify existing issues. A copy of
the complete steering committee workshop notes is found in Appendix B.
The design team discussed the design development process with the steering
committee. The steering committee was informed that their role was to represent the interests of the City of Goodlettsville and to encourage other community members’ involvement in the design development process. The steering
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committee was asked to complete a questionnaire for further input. A copy of
this questionnaire can be found in Appendix C.

Project Goals and Existing Issues
The steering committee developed two lists, one of project goals and another
of existing issues to be addressed in this study. These lists are important because they help to set the parameters for the streetscape design. The project
goals are concise and demonstrate the steering committee’s objective to begin
a downtown development initiative.

Project Goals
- To improve traffic flow
- To make the corridor pedestrian friendly
- To capture business traffic
- To create park-once opportunities (park once and visit several destinations)
- To reduce overhead visual clutter (i.e. utility lines, poles, etc.)
- To create an identifiable center of the city
These well-defined and visionary goals propose to create a vibrant town center similar
to the downtown of Franklin, Tennessee. The
challenge of this vision is to mold these goals
uniquely for the City of Goodlettsville. The application of these goals is described further in
the chapters Architectural Image and Identity
and Zones and Streetscape Design.

Franklin, Tennessee
town square

In addition to the existing issues outlined
earlier, the steering committee identified these
additional ones listed below.

Existing Issues
- Flooding and storm water management
- Insufficient turning radii
- Open frontage/ pull-in parking
- Limited north/south connector streets
- Long peak-congestion times
- Pedestrian safety in school zones and at intersections
Many of these issues can be resolved with streetscape improvements and intersection signal coordination, but the “limited north/south connector streets”
issue cannot be solved with street improvements; it requires an interconnected street network. This existing issue and its solution is further described in the
chapter titled Zones and Streetscape Design.
Project Planning
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Architectural Image and Identity
Downtown Goodlettsville is made up of various architectural styles and building types. The most unique and identifiable building in the City of Goodlettsville is the City Hall. The City Hall is a simple modern style with brick and
smooth stone. The City Hall entry sign is made of stone and has short rounded
columns topped with a simple long plank. The pedestrian bridge over the
drainage swale in front of City Hall is a simple tress bridge with an interior
4” slated metal handrail, all coated in a hunter green paint. A simple, yet old
fashioned, stand-alone clock is the centerpiece of the city plaza. The City of
Goodlettsville should adopt a complementary look for all new streetscape elements and other civic buildings.
The gateway designs, as described in the Gateways chapter of this document,
contribute to a sense of arrival and establish the architectural image for the
City of Goodlettsville. The standard green street signs should be replaced by
the unique blue signs throughout the city limits to create a consistent and
unique appearance. Consistent signage and the streetscape improvements
described in the Zones and Streetscape Design chapter provide a pedestrianfriendly community and a uniform and consistent appearance. As described
in the Master Plan chapter of this document, utilities
need to be relocated, and a consistent streetscape
design should be implemented. Application of these
design elements will create a livable urban neighborhood and establish a unique identity for the City of
Goodlettsville.

Hillsboro Village in Nashville,
Tennessee
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Section 3 - Master Plan

Master Plan
The Goodlettsville Streetscape Master Plan addresses three major categories:
Gateways into the City, Streetscape Design and Zones, and the Transportation
network within the city. Additionally, this section contains the results of the
Public Input meetings.
The Goodlettsville Streetscape Master Plan attempts to maintain the existing
streetscape that fulfills the project goals as discussed in chapter Project Goals
and Existing Issues earlier in this document. The streetscapes that do not fulfill
these requirements will be redesigned, and improvements will be made to
bring the project area in compliance with the Goodlettsville Streetscape Master Plan. Figure 9 is a graphic representation of the master plan.
The plan highlights the existing street grid to the east of Dickerson Pike. No
recommendations have been made to improve these streets. These streets are
noted because the master plan recommends that this existing grid be continued across Dickerson Pike to connect to the proposed extension of French
Street. The French Street extension will begin at Memorial Drive and terminate at Harris Street. Harris Street will become an extension of Rivergate Parkway continuing through the signalized intersection at Dickerson Pike, creating
a 4-way intersection and an alternate north-south route to Dickerson Pike.
The Transportation Network section explains all the improvements relating to
street alterations for the purpose of improving traffic flow throughout the City
of Goodlettsville.
Utilities along Dickerson Pike should be relocated to the French Street extension. This corridor is impacted more negatively by overhead power lines than
Long Hollow Pike or Rivergate Parkway. If utilities were moved, street trees
could be installed, and sidewalks could be built without the risk of interfering
with the overhead utilities.
The proposed gateway features are represented by a hexagon with the letter ‘G’ in the center. The first gateway feature is located where the railroad
tracks cross over Long Hollow Pike. The image labeled “G1” on Figure 9 of
the Vanderbilt University pedestrian bridge over 21st Avenue is an example of
this gateway concept. The second gateway feature is located where Rivergate
Parkway crosses over the railroad tracks. The image labeled “G2” on Figure 9
of the Indiana Department of Transportation overpass enhancement project in
Columbus, Indiana represents the gateway concept for Rivergate Parkway. See
the Gateways section in this document for further description of this element
of the Goodlettsville Streetscape Master Plan.
The blue asterisks represent existing signals to remain and the yellow asterisks
represent new proposed signal locations. The purpose of moving and adding
signals is to improve the capacity of traffic throughout the City of Goodlettsville. The Transportation Network section discusses these improvements in
further detail.
Intention Of Plan
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The green shading in the area surrounding the Interstate 65 on/off ramps at
Long Hollow Pike and Rivergate Parkway represents landscaping improvements. Interstate planting has been completed by several Middle Tennessee
cities. See the Gateways section for a detailed description of this recommendation.
Medians and turn lanes are recommended for the three major streets in the
Goodlettsville Streetscape Master Plan including Rivergate Parkway, Long
Hollow Pike and Dickerson Pike. Areas of maintenance and modification
located along the median corridors of Rivergate Parkway and Long Hollow
Pike already exist on these two streets. The improvements made to Dickerson
Pike are identified by zones and described in more detail in the Streetscape
Design and Zones section of this study. Along Long Hollow Pike and Rivergate
Parkway, there are some islands filled with concrete. These islands should be
excavated and filled with soil and landscaping material. If the curb and gutter
is in need of replacement, the entire island should be removed and new curb
and gutter, soil, and landscape material installed. From the exit ramp off I-65
southbound onto Rivergate Parkway, the concrete-filled island could be enhanced with landscaping and a Goodlettsville welcome sign.
The master plan distinguishes three different areas along Dickerson Pike with
bands of blue, pink or gold shading. These areas represent the locations of
different streetscape treatments and are fully described in the section, Zones.
Zone(s) A reflects the transition area as you approach the defining downtown
city limits, indicated by Zone B. Zone C is defined by the current traffic patterns during the peak rush hours.

Gateways
As the doorways to the heart of Goodlettsville, the gateways provide the first
impression of a visitor to the city and generate a sense of pride to current
residents of the city. There are many entrances to the city, so a hierarchy must
be developed to appropriately and proportionally identify the city boundaries
and welcome the visitor. The gateways identified in the master plan will be
classified as interstate vehicular, primary vehicular, secondary vehicular and
pedestrian. (See Master Plan Figure 9.)
The interstate vehicular gateway should consist of landscape plantings (ornamental trees, shrubs, wild flowers) within the open space contained by the
interstate on/off ramps at the intersection of Interstate 65 and Long Hollow
Pike and the intersection of Interstate 65 and Rivergate Parkway. Similar plantings have been installed and have been successful throughout Tennessee. It is
recommended that the City of Goodlettsville work with the Tennessee Department of Transportation (TDOT) to install a mix of wildflowers, trees and
shrubs in the previously described area. Funding may be available through
the TDOT Maintenance Division’s Wildflower Program, a federally funded
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program established as part of the Bicentennial Beautification Act of 1993, for
installation and maintenance. However, the city should make plans to provide
supplemental maintenance to the area to ensure that the grounds are a true
reflection of the city’s image.
The primary vehicular gateways are the most impressive of the gateway series. There are two primary vehicular gateways; the first gateway is located
where the railroad overpass crosses Long Hollow Pike and the second is
placed where Rivergate Parkway crosses over the railroad. The gateway over
Long Hollow Pike will consist of aesthetic improvements to the existing railroad overpass, which will have no structural improvements or implications.
The overpass will be adorned with artwork and a welcome sign in the style
identified in the Architectural Image and Identity section of this document.
There may be a potential CSX issue at this entrance because installation of the
archway will likely lie within the CSX easement. Consulting with CSX will be
necessary to explain that the arch will not touch the railroad.

Columbus, Indiana bridge

The other primary vehicular gateway, located on Rivergate Parkway,
is more subtle but provides an opportunity for creativity and artistic
interest in the City of Goodlettsville.
Like the arches placed parallel to
Interstate 65 at the Columbus, Indiana interchange, an archway will
emerge from underneath Rivergate
Parkway between the functional
roadway bridges spanning the railroad below. This will not have an impact on the CSX property as it will only be
above the railroad along the parkway.
Secondary gateways and pedestrian gateways are understated, but are designed to indicate to the driver and the pedestrian that they have arrived
in the “downtown” area. These improvements, described further in the
Streetscape Design and Zones section of this document as being located in
transition zones, include subtle cues that the area has the potential for interaction between driver and pedestrian. Each party is cautioned and dually invited
to recognize the opportunity to interact economically and civically.

Streetscape Design and Zones
Although Dickerson Pike is a thoroughfare and a state highway, Goodlettsville
is a city with businesses, residents and pedestrians and deserves the respect
of slowed traffic in its downtown area. It is recommended that the speed limit
be reduced to 35 miles per hour. Other methods of managing traffic flow are
recommended, including:
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• Installing a landscaped median
• Adding curbs and gutters
• Developing two-story buildings at a “build-to line”
• Synchronization of signals
• Creating a transition zone into the downtown area
• Maintaining roads at a 11-foot width*
• Providing crosswalks with a unique pavement treatment
* On March 17, 2004, the design team met with members of the Tennessee
Department of Transportation (TDOT) to discuss the proposed streetscape
improvements within the TDOT right-of-way. TDOT requested that the lane
widths be modified to two 11-foot-wide lanes with curb and gutter.
Reducing the speed of vehicles to 35 miles per hour has an additional benefit:
improving pedestrian circulation. As discussed in the section, Project Goals
and Existing Issues, the steering committee expressed the need to have “parkonce opportunities,” meaning that once one has parked his/her vehicle in the
City of Goodlettsville, he/she is able to easily walk to a variety of destinations,
thus eliminating the desire to travel to these destinations by short vehicular
trips. These “park-once opportunities” will take more cars off Goodlettsville’s
roads, capture more business traffic and promote pedestrian traffic. Other
ways to improve pedestrian circulation include:

Typical Driveway Ramp/
Divided Median

• Providing signed crosswalks
• Providing pedestrian
signal heads
• Installing a median for
midway crosswalk rest
• Providing a planting strip
between road and sidewalk
• Synchronizing signals
• Providing sidewalks parallel to streets
• Limiting curb cuts
• Eliminating or controlling
parking in front of buildings
• Maintaining roads at an
11-foot width
Common streetscape elements found throughout the master plan include curb
and gutter, sidewalks and crosswalks. Where the right-of-way is wide enough,
medians and grass strips are recommended to create safety buffers between
pedestrians and vehicular traffic. Medians provide a safe stopping place for
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pedestrians crossing the street, and grass strips contribute a sense of separation between the users of sidewalks and roads. The sketches show crosswalk
alternatives; both of the sketches separate pedestrians from vehicles, provide
enough storage for large groups to cross midway at once and have distinctive
paving patterns to exhibit the presence of pedestrians.
The Master Plan recommends that the secondary roads be connected across
Dickerson Pike. When this occurs, breaks in the median must be provided to
allow traffic to cross, and a curb cut must be provided. Each parcel is allotted
one curb cut, but shared access driveways are encouraged to limit the number
of curb cuts along Dickerson Pike. The number of curb cuts directly relates
to the congestion of traffic and increases the interaction of pedestrians and
vehicles. When possible, parallel parking, reversed entry businesses and side
and rear parking are encouraged.
The Master Plan highlights three distinct streetscape zones as described below:
Zone A is a “transition zone” and is located in two places along Dickerson
Pike; to the north from Moncrief Avenue to Brick Church Pike and to the
south from Rivergate Parkway to Shevel Drive. The current Goodlettsville Zoning Ordinance setbacks are used, providing a transition from the more rural
areas to the north and south of the city to the town center of Goodlettsville.
The Zone A streetscape improvements are designed to complement gateway
improvements and welcome the pedestrian and vehicular visitors and residents to the City of Goodlettsville.
ELEMENTS IN ZONE A - Figure 6
Curb/Gutter
Sidewalks (5’)
Crosswalks
Utility Relocation
2 Lanes Each Way
14’ Median/ Turn Lane
4’ Grass Strip
Building Placement: Use Current Setbacks in Zoning Ordinance
No Open Frontage/Individual Curb Cuts
Parking is permitted to Side and Rear only
The Zone B streetscape is located within the heart of downtown Goodlettsville. Outdoor cafes, sidewalk sales and parallel parking are prevalent in this
area. New buildings will be constructed at a build-to line, creating a continuous defined edge of the street. The consistent view-shed, constant tree pattern, and connected street grid across Dickerson Pike will help define the
center of town.

Master Plan

3.5

ELEMENTS IN ZONE B - Figure 7
Curb/Gutter
Sidewalks (10’)
Crosswalks
Utility Relocation
2 Lanes Each Way
20’ Median/ Turn Lane
4’ Grass Strip
Building Placement: 15’ Setback and Build-to Line
1 Curb Cut per Lot: Joint Access is preferred
Reverse Frontage Road
Parking to be located in Side and Rear
The area defined as Zone C is unique because of limited width of roadway.
The building in which the Chamber of Commerce is located is a historic structure but is now in the right-of-way. With this constraint, the typical streetscape
improvements are not feasible for this area. Business owners in this area have
expressed concerns for customers crossing Dickerson Pike with no crosswalk
or divided median. Because a median is not feasible and there are significant
grade changes along the Goodlettsville Antique Mall frontage, a retaining wall
with a complementary decorative rail is recommended to prevent pedestrians
from jaywalking in this dangerous area and forcing the use of a crosswalk at
the intersection of Dickerson Pike and West Cedar Street.
ELEMENTS IN ZONE C - Figure 8
Curb/Gutter
Crosswalks
5 Lane Road to remain
Install Retaining Wall to create a Level Sidewalk in front of businesses.
Provide Handrail at edge of Retaining Wall

Transportation Network
Long Hollow Pike Connector
As seen in Figure 9, north-south connectivity could be improved by realigning
the northernmost portion of Old Two Mile Pike so that it intersects E. Cedar
Street directly opposite Church Street. With this improvement, a continuous
north-south connection would be available east of Dickerson Pike from Lindberg Avenue to Rivergate Parkway. Also, with this improvement, the newly
aligned Old Two Mike Pike would intersect Long Hollow Pike approximately
halfway between the existing signalized intersection with Cartwright Street
and Dickerson Pike. If warrants are met, a traffic signal could be constructed
at this new intersection of Long Hollow Pike and Church Street/Old Two Mile
Pike.
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Furthermore, Church Street could be extended to the north to intersect with
Dickerson Pike directly opposite Fannin Drive, just south of the CSX railroad
crossing. Also, Moss Trail could be realigned to intersect Rivergate Parkway
directly opposite Old Two Mile Pike. This would create a continuous northsouth corridor from Dickerson Pike north of Goodlettsville to Dickerson Pike
south of Goodlettsville. If warrants are met, traffic signals could be provided at
the intersection of Dickerson Pike and Fannin Drive/Church Street, as well as
the intersection of Dickerson Pike and Moss Trial. (See following illustration.)

Actual sketch from
public meeting.

If such improvements were made, it would also be desirable to extend the
northernmost portion of East Avenue to Long Hollow Pike. However, a traffic
signal would not be desirable at this intersection due to the proximity to the
signalized intersection of Dickerson Pike and Long Hollow Pike.

Proposed French Street Extension
Figure 9 illustrates the concept of driving local traffic back from Dickerson Pike
in order to connect within the local community. East-west connector streets
will provide further connectivity. At the north end, French Street would intersect with Long Hollow Pike at a current signalized intersection; at the southern
end, the cross street will also connect to Dickerson Pike at the Rivergate Parkway signalized intersection. An additional proposed signal is recommended at
the Drake Street crossing.
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Rivergate Parkway – Impact of a New Traffic Signal on the Existing School Zone:
In general, a traffic signal installation within a school zone can benefit a school
zone by facilitating pedestrian traffic as well as the turning movements of
vehicles entering and exiting the school property. However, a traffic signal installation within a school zone would need to include additional school zone
flashers in order to remind motorists that a school zone is in force downstream
of the signal. Also, the combination of a school zone and a traffic signal installation could significantly increase delays for through vehicles on the main
roadway.
The location of school zones and the maximum speeds within school zones
are based on several factors, including: the prevailing speed limit (40 MPH),
the distance of the school buildings from the roadway edge, and peak hour
traffic volumes. If a traffic signal were constructed on Rivergate Parkway, its
impact on these factors would need to be evaluated.

Traffic Signals on Dickerson Pike:
Within the City of Goodlettsville, the modification or construction of traffic
signals on state routes must be approved by the Tennessee Department of
Transportation (TDOT). Specifically, TDOT maintains that the existing traffic
volumes at an intersection must satisfy at least one of the eight traffic signal
warrants provided in the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD)
before a traffic signal may be constructed. To determine if any of the proposed
intersections currently qualify, an eight-hour traffic count would have to be
performed.

Typical Cross-Section and Roadway Capacity
According to the methods outlined in the Highway Capacity Manual 2000
(HCM 2000), many factors, such as lane width, parallel parking and multiple
drive cuts, have an effect on the speed and capacity of both collector and
arterial roadways. However, HCM 2000 maintains that the capacity of urban
streets, such as the segment of Dickerson Pike in Goodlettsville, is generally
limited by the capacity of signalized intersections, with the segment characteristics rarely playing a major role in the determination of capacity.
The proposed improvements include the provision of two 11-foot travel lanes
in each direction on Dickerson Pike. Although 12-foot lanes are standard for
arterial roadways such as Dickerson Pike in Goodlettsville, it is important to
note that the existing travel lanes on this facility are only 10 feet wide. The
information included in HCM 2000 suggests that roadway capacities are increased and reduced in proportion to the lane widths.
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Although parallel parking is a part of the proposed improvements, it is important to note that many of the properties along Dickerson Pike now have
open frontage with undefined limits to driveways. As a part of the proposed
improvements, access between Dickerson Pike and the properties with frontage on this facility will be limited to key intersections and well-defined,
well-spaced private driveways. It is also important to note that, as part of the
proposed improvements, it is suggested that the overhead utilities and power
poles that are currently located alongside Dickerson Pike be relocated to side
streets. This improvement would improve the lateral clearance available to
motorists on Dickerson Pike.
To improve the operations of existing traffic signals on Dickerson Pike, it is
recommended that the existing signal at the intersection of Dickerson Pike
and East Avenue/Memorial Drive be removed and a new signal constructed at
the intersection of Dickerson Pike and Drake Street. In conjunction with this
modification, a synchronization plan for the traffic signals on Dickerson Pike,
Long Hollow Pike and Rivergate Parkway should be implemented in order to
maximize the efficiency of traffic flow on these facilities.
In general, as vehicle speeds are reduced, vehicle densities are increased and
so delays and queue lengths are more typical. However, for an intermediate
urban street such as Dickerson Pike in Goodlettsville, HCM 2000 describes
level of service “A” as an average travel speed of 35 miles per hour.
In summary, it is important to note that the capacity of a arterial corridor is primarily a function of the capacity of the signalized intersections along it. Lane
widths, drive cuts, and lateral clearances are also contributing factors. The
recommended improvements that are part of this plan propose to improve
the spacing and synchronization of the existing signalized intersections on the
Dickerson Road corridor, increase lane widths, decrease and better manage
drive cuts, and increase lateral clearances.

Public Input Results
Public input was acquired by several different means. A steering committee
was formed to represent the various interest groups within the community
(see Steering Committee Workshop) and the general public was invited to a
public meeting where the design team presented the findings of the steering
committee, the inventory and analysis and the preliminary master plan. At the
public meeting, the citizens and business owners were encouraged to fill out a
comment card so everyone had an opportunity to express ideas, interests and
concerns. A sample comment card is available in Appendix D.
The public was asked about the future vision of the City of Goodlettsville in
order to discern the look and function of the City’s streetscape. Many attendants expressed their opinions and asked questions. Many citizens and business owners were pleased with the preliminary master plan design and were
encouraged by the City of Goodlettsville’s potential.
Master Plan
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Section 4 - Action Items

Action Items
In order to execute the recommendations of this master plan report, the following list of action items has been identified. The action items have been
organized into the following categories: Planning, Gateway, Traffic and Infrastructure. Under each category one or more key action items has been identified; the implementation of these items is particularly important to the success
of the overall master plan.

Planning
Key Action Item: Amend the current Zoning Ordinance to reflect the recommendations of the Goodlettsville Streetscape Plan.
Commission a design team to complete the Downtown Streetscape Plan.
Develop Design Standards for future development in the City of Goodlettsville.
Place an open space code requirements on submitted site plans requiring that
developments in the downtown area contribute in a monetary form enabling
the city to buy property for parks or to further enhance the streetscape of the
city.
Pursue local and federal grants for Main Street improvements. Some grants
that may be available include:
United States Dept. of Agriculture – Community Facilities Guaranteed
Loan Program
National Endowment of the Humanities – Office of Challenge Grants
United States Department of Commerce – Public Works Development
Facilities Program; Short-term Planning Grants; and Local Technical Assistance
United States Department of Housing and Urban Development Economic Development Initiative (EDI)
State of Tennessee grants – Tennessee Arts Commission; Recreation Initiative Program (TRIP); TEA-21 and ISTEA funds for pedestrian and cycle
corridors

Gateway
Key Action Item: Remove concrete islands at Interstate 65 on/off ramps on
Rivergate Parkway and Long Hollow Pike and replace with landscaped islands
and welcome signage.

Action Items
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Key Action Item: Initiate a relationship with TDOT and apply for grants to
complete the Interstate 65 interchange plantings as described in the Gateways
chapter of this document.
Replace standard green street signs with blue city logo street signs throughout
city limits.
Construct gateway artistic/architectural design.
Maintain existing streetscape on Rivergate Parkway
Add street trees and a grass strip between the curb and sidewalk along Long
Hollow Pike.
Remove concrete medians along Long Hollow Pike and replace with landscaped medians.

Traffic
Key Action Item: Purchase property for the French Street extension to Harris
Street.
Key Action Item: Purchase property for the Church Street extension to Long
Hollow Pike.
Coordinate all traffic signals that affect traffic within the City of Goodlettsville
to improve traffic flow through the city.
Construct the French Street extension.
Commission construction documents for streetscape improvements.
Complete construction of the entire Zone B in one contract.
Add a traffic signal at the elementary school on Rivergate Parkway.
Reduce the speed limit to 35 mph throughout the city limits of Goodlettsville
and enforce it.
Realign Old Two-Mile Pike so that it intersects East Cedar Street directly opposite Church Street.
Extend Church Street north to connect to Dickerson Pike across from Fannin
Street.
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Extend Two-Mile Pike to Moss Trail, creating a complete intersection at Rivergate Parkway.
Add a new traffic signal to Dickerson Pike at the intersection of Drake Street.
Develop a street grid system across Dickerson Pike as shown on the master
plan.
Complete Zone C streetscape improvements.
Complete Zone A streetscape improvements on the south side of town.
Complete Zone A streetscape improvements on the north side of town.

Infrastructure
Key Action Item: Work with NES to complete utility locations to the French
Street extension and relocate and upgrade the residential neighborhood circuit.
Add lighting to Rivergate Parkway and Long Hollow Pike to safety standards.
The design team worked with the City to identify the key action items of the
Planning, Gateway, Traffic and Infrastructure categories. It is of the utmost
importance that these key items be addressed in order to advance the implementation of the Goodlettsville Main Street Streetscape Master Plan. If the Key
Action items are not addressed, the influence and potential of this plan will
not be fully achieved.
A new day is possible for the City of Goodlettsville. The successfully implemented Main Street Streetscape Master Plan will have a significant impact on
the quality of life and economic vitality of the City of Goodlettsville. At the
public meeting a citizen asked, “What are the risks of this development to the
City of Goodlettsville?” The City Manager, Jim Thomas, answered, “The greatest risk is to not implement any part of the plan.”
The City of Goodlettsville has the potential to have a vibrant, livable downtown. This streetscape master plan is a stepping-stone to begin the City’s
future. Now that the city has begun to plan its future, the wheels of progress
must be maintained and encouraged. Securing the successful future of Goodlettsville is possible with the implementation of the Action Items.

Action Items
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Goodlettsville Streetscape #03098
12/18/03

Kick-off Meeting

Present:

Bill Brasier, Public Works
Jim Thomas, Assistant City Manager
Brad Thompson, MPO
Jeanne Stevens, MPO
Larry DiOrio, Codes
Vicky Ignatz, Planning
David Wilson, City Manager
Claudia Davis, City Recorder
Richard Pope, Deputy Police Chief
Jack Thompkins, City Engineer
Steve Tocknell, Tocknell & Associates
Bill Terry, Consulting City Planner
Gillian Fischbach, Fischbach Transportation Group
Daniel J. Spann, Fischbach Transportation Group
Betsy Clapsaddle, Lose & Associates, Inc.
David Coode, Lose & Associates, Inc.

Absent:

Philip Gibson, Fire Chief
Terry Hutcherson, Chief of Police
Bennie Lane, Codes

Rick Geogory starts as new city planner on 01/02/04. Jim and Jack will be the
city point of contact until Rick gets settled into position.
Brad Thompson is the project point of contact. He will handle questions regarding the study.
Streetscape plan history: long time in works
Existing conditions: Long Hollow Pike, Dickerson Pike, Rivergate Pkwy
Drainage needs to be addressed. Dickerson Pike system is old; system is not
suitable: needs curb/gutter and pipes etc. No storm inlets; no underground
drainage, use city requirements in design.
Long Hollow Pike; north side pipe size limit drainage. Major drainage on
south side of LHP to Mansker Creek.
Rivergate Pkwy--no issues with drainage known. If development occurs, how
is storm water managed? On-site detention. Draft ordinances include water
quality requirements. Regional drainage? Need to think about it.
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Heavy rain in front of Rivergate Mall causes flooding in west bound lanes.
Harris Street Church of Christ parking lot floods
Rest Haven parking lot floods by middle school
Long Hollow south bound entrance ramp to I-65 needs to be shut down when
there’s heavy rain
Memorial Drive drainage almost impossible, Fire Hall has flooded pipes--too
small
Traffic: Dickerson Road is very busy, backup to Shevel
Pass through:
Local:
Hwy 41 goes through town. Has other alternate except I-65. 18 wheelers
come through Joe Haines – 18 wheelers not down Conference Drive – Skyline
Hospital
Traffic: congestion 6:30 – 9am
school zones: morning and afternoon elementary and middle school, no
conflict in morning rush hour. School zone times vary – check with Metro.
Schools for both middle and elementary 7:45 – 8:45 am, 2:45 – 3:45 pm
Northbound congestion starts at 3 pm (school zone)
4 pm to 7 pm
Dickerson Pike is a major regional corridor. See Steve’s study for descriptions,
etc.
Traffic is #1 issue!
Business – circulations, parking is designed where you back out onto road
A lot of open frontage
Businesses serve local (on Dickerson)
14,000 local population
Regional – Rivergate
Interstate related
Marginal / low rent, local businesses – unplanned buildings.
Most of stores in past were north of Long Hollow
Late 1980’s Main Street Company – non-profit group organized to make improvements, had meetings, dissolved
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Eckards 1st new business in long time / then Walgreens, 15 + in year period.
Now Auto Zone / O’Reilys
No historic square – no center of town – needs identity architectural theme.
Store fronts aren’t empty, just marginal
Site plan approval process
New businesses: National businesses
Located on “going home side” not far from residential
3% growth rate for past 30 years
Plan to widen 431 going into Robertson County
Goal of Plan
Manage traffic better
Make corridor more pedestrian friendly
Sidewalks, but no opportunity to cross street
Traffic light signalization coordination
Long Hollow Pike is worse than Rivergate Pkwy going to Rivergate Pkwy /
Business Park in Sumner County. More businesses on Long Hollow
Land use plan – preserves ex residential area
Dickerson Road varied multi use development some are less desirable.
Solutions – no more lanes
Availability of row, West side of Dickerson is gettable
Concepts – bldg to bldg
Overhead utilities everywhere! Utility poles located inches away from edge of
traffic
Improve aesthetics of streetscape
Taxes: property taxes have recently increased for the 1st time
Sales tax potential in increase
Appendices
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Steering committee development (15 – 20 members)
City Staff will create group for all facets of the city, schools, businesses, churches, etc
Separate meeting with TDOT
Present analysis board week of January 12, 2004. Several hour sessions (2
hour)
Lunch may be best – traffic!
Colonial Fair at Moss Wright Park – spring
Action items: accountability for plan
Present master plan
Fund project? Long term commitment
Produce redevelopment committee
Land use map, Goodlettsville Planning Zoning Ordinance
MPO Aerials (talk today, get smaller size)
Major thoroughfare plan (Steve)
Syncro Analysis 2001 (Steve) via BWR? City get? Traffic management – send to
Gillian
Locations for dynamic messaging
Conference Dr at Long Hollow – fiber optics (part of CD construction)
Should tie into other lights on Long Hollow
Metro signal
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Appendix B
Goodlettsville Streetscape #03098
01/21/04
Goodlettsville City Hall
Present:

Steering Committee Meeting

Jim Thomas, Assistant City Manager
Brad Thompson, MPO
Vicky Ignatz, Planning
David Wilson, City Manager
Claudia Davis, City Recorder
Jack Thompkins, City Engineer
Steve Tocknell, Tocknell & Associates
Bill Terry, Consulting City Planner
Gillian Fischbach, Fischbach Transportation Group
Daniel J. Spann, Fischbach Transportation Group
Betsy Clapsaddle, Lose & Associates, Inc.
David Coode, Lose & Associates, Inc.

Project Goals
1)
•
•
•
•
•
•
2)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

I-65 & LHP – 5-6 pm bad congestion from “downtown” to residential
area in the east. Poor signalization schedule, synchronize,
Conference Drive – cut through to interstate.
Construction related congestion should be over soon.
TDOT meeting scheduled before public meeting.
31 – limit truck traffic? possible? thru traffic no for business friendly
purposes.
MPO – studying freight traffic, Brad can check into the numbers.
Sidewalks – curbs – clean – crosswalks – lighting – signalized crosswalks
Make safer to walk
Make comfortable to walk “comfort zone”
Make visually comfortable – aesthetic – landscaping
Sidewalks / landscaping take up parking?
Appropriately sized landscaping
Current road use, width, etc can change
Bury utilities = more space for sidewalks / landscaping
Road widths are currently 10’ wide
Pedestrian SCALE – landscaping and lighting = atmosphere
Plan treatments with vary with room in row
Reduce road width? possible? Yes, Dan Burden’s literature says that
reducing to three lanes with the counts that Dickerson Pike has. Of
course, this can be reviewed again.
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Other Goals
1)
•
•
•
•
•
•

Improve appearance of exits from I-65.
Limited town access with landscape media on Dickerson Pike
LHP – storm drain (south side) flooding vegetative growth in ditch is
rough
Kmart – Landscaping – chainlink fencing around interstate –
unattractive – not pedestrian friendly
School pedestrian traffic:
5 kids have to cross Dickerson, 25 kids
live behind school, out of 600 total children.
Signal at Main & Memorial and Dickerson and LHP contribute to
problem (congestion) out bound traffic on LHP, need to be
synchronized.

Ex Issues
2)
•
Turning radii at Atomic Cleaners, hard to get in and out, pull in
parking.
•
Not enough parking for businesses along Dickerson
•
Speed of traffic? or amount of traffic? People do drive too fast,
dangerous to cross
•
At some places change width and number of travel lanes.
•
Widening of northern overpass, is a TDOT project unscheduled.
•
Move utilities off Main Street – to rear of building, burying utilities
would be really expensive this area is solid rock.
•
Center of Goodlettsville = City Hall
•
Limits of downtown?
•
Rivergate Parkway to Chamber of Commerce stretch of Dickerson Pike.
•
Long Hollow Pike is “new” downtown, when the middle school was
the High School there was much more activity = center of town.
•
Goodlettsville is not a suburb of Rivergate Mall
•
City Hall was located at Dickerson and LHP to maintain this area as the
center of town (1986)
Future Development Issues
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reasons for people to come to Goodlettsville
Development – consistent building setback (build to) include side
walks, parking in rear.
Parking in front for service buildings? Type of business alter “approach”
needs
Asheville, NC – on street paring and parking garages, both are needed
for different uses of businesses
Parking structure and parallel parking, side parking lots.
Visual preferences – graphic scenarios of development
Sidewalks in front of businesses 10’
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•
•
•
•

Parking in front – buildings are set back 62’ off road
Middle School has 100 parking spaces, not all are used, 50 spaces in
front unused, Church uses spaces, legal issues?
Central downtown? Secondary downtown?
YMCA, library, community center

Fill out questionnaires
Bypass around town – nice sidewalks and walk
•
Clayton Gholson wants to tear down houses and build seniors apt.
•
Municipal parking – use Church lots too
•
Don’t tear down, remodel and improve, rehabilitate and adapt.
•
Certain hours 3 lanes change with peak times
Public meeting next, Steering Committee will be ambassadors to public at City
Hall in a month from now (+/- week)
TDOT meeting
Final document
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Appendix C
GOODLETTSVILLE STREETSCAPE WORKSHOP
QUESTIONAIRE
JANUARY 20, 2004
Please complete the following questions in order to provide the Consultants
with additional information based on your individual perspective. Please leave
completed forms for our review. Thank you for your time and assistance today
in visioning the future of Goodlettsville.
Question:

How do you envision Dickerson Road in the future?

Question:
Is there a street or location that provides an example of what
Dickerson Road could look like?

Question:
What improvements do you think should take place on Dickerson Road to make it more pedestrian friendly?
1.
2.
3.
Question:
What physical area represents downtown Goodlettsville to you?
(name streets and/or buildings)

Question:
the future?

What would you like Downtown Goodlettsville to look like in

Question:
What uses do you think would be appropriate to include within
the Downtown District? (i.e. retail, business, residential, government buildings,
open space, etc.)

Appendices

A.8

Appendix D

Appendices

A.9

